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Abstract
Acceptation of the fourth national policy document on water management by the Dutch parliament was the 
starting point for inventorying the information needs to evaluate this new policy. The project was carried out 
along the lines of the five-step method for specification of information needs, and was restricted to the 
information needs of the Dutch Directorate General of Public Works and Water Management. Apart from an 
overview of information needs on a high level of abstraction, some conclusions were drawn on the future 
changes in monitoring. The conclusions were: 1) ‘policy-monitoring’ is needed to be able to evaluate progress in 
policy measures; 2) spatial planning should be based on hydrological conditions; 3) expansion of transboundary 
cooperation in water management is inevitable; 4) a limited number of indicators for water policy evaluation 
should be developed; and 5) monitoring networks should be made more flexible. These future developments are 
subject to study in the next few years.


